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WE CLAIM: 

1. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: 

means for maintaining a /catalog database 
of data relating to catalog items from/ at least two 
vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes at/ least one item 
desired to be requisitioned; 

means for searching /the catalog database 
for at least one catalog item from said vendor product 
catalogs that matches the information for said desired 
item; 

means for buildirig a requisition 
including an entry for said desired item based upon 
data obtained from said catalog database relating to 
the matching catalog item, said data identifying at 
least a vendor and a vendor ^atalog number for the 
matching catalog item; and 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate a purchase order including an entry for an 
item corresponding to saidr matching catalog item. 



2. The electronic sourcing system of 4 
claim 1, wherein said purchase order entry identifies 
at least said vendor catalog number for 1 said matching 
catalog item. 

3» The electronic sourcing system of 
claim 1, wherein saiii requisition building means 
includes a means for converting said vendor and vendor 
catalog number into a corresponding other vendor and 
other vendor catalog number, and wherein said purchase 
order entry identifies at least said other vendor 
catalog number f©r said matching catalog item. 
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4. A sourcing system comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
of data relating to catalog items from at least two 
vendor product catalogs; / 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially descri/bes respective first and 
second items desired to be requisitioned; / 

means for sea/rching the catalog database 
for at least first and second catalog items from said 
vendor product catalogs, each of said first and secbnd 
catalog items obtained frcDm a different respective one 
of said first and second /vendor product catalogs and 
matching the information/ for a different respective one 
of said first and second desired items; 

means for building a requisition 
including at least first and second entries each for a 
different respective one of said first and second 
desired items and bas/ed upon data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to said respective matching 
catalog item, said data identifying at least a vendor 
and a vendor catalog number for said respective 
matching catalog item; and 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate at least/ first and second purchase orders, 
each to a different supplier and each including an 
entry for an item corresponding to a different one of 
said first and second matching catalog items, 

5, /The electronic sourcing system of claim 
4, wherein at least said first purchase order 
identifies at /least said vendor and vendor catalog 
number for said first matching catalog item. 
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6. The electronic sourcing s^ystem of claim 
4, wherein said requisition building itie^ans includes a 
means for converting said vendor and vendor catalog 
number for at least said first matching catalog item 
into a corresponding other vendor and other vendor 
catalog number, and wherein at leasft said first 
purchase order entry identifies ay least said other 
vendor catalog number for said matching catalog item. 

7. The electronic sfourcing system of claim 
4, wherein said requisition bualding means included a 
means for converting said vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers for said first and second matching catalog 
items into corresponding first and second other vendors 
and first and second other /vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein the entry of each /of said first and second 
purchase orders respectively identifies at least a 
different one of said first and second other vendor 
catalog numbers. / 

/ ^ 

8. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

means/ for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs ; 

mea/is for entering product information 
that at least partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

mfeans for searching the catalog database 
for catalog itefts from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the /product information for said desired 
items ; / 

/ means for generating an order list that 
includes at least one selected matching catalog item; 



# 



- 53 - 

means for building a /requisition for 
said desired item using data obtained from said catalog 
database relating to the matching catalog item on said 
order list, said data identifying/at least the vendor 
and vendor catalog number for the matching catalog 
item; and 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate a purchase order including an entry for an 
item corresponding to said matching catalog item. 
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9* The electroni/c sourcing system of cl'aim 
8, wherein said purchase ortler entry identifies at 
least said vendor catalog ^number for said matching 
catalog item. , 

10. The elect/ronic sourcing system of claim 
8, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog number, and wherein said purchase order 
entry identifies at /least said other vendor catalog 
number for said matching catalog item. 



11. An/ electronic sourcing system 
comprising: 

/eans for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data/ relating to catalog items from at least 
first and secopd vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least/ partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned ; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog/ items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match /the product information for said desired 
items ; 



means for generating an order list that 
includes at least two selected matchi/ng catalog items, 
each from a different one of said vendor product 
catalogs; / 

means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the ^matching catalog 
items, said data identifying at /least the vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers for the matching catalog items; 
and / 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate at least one purchase order including an entry 
for an item corresponding ta at least one of said 
matching catalog items. / 

/ 

12. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
11, wherein said purchase order entry identifies at 
least said vendor catalog number for said matching 
catalog item. / 

13. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
11, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog number, and wherein said purchase order 
entry identifies 6t least said other vendor catalog 
number for said matching catalog item. 

14. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

/ means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 



means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

means for searching /the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendorv product catalogs 
that match the product information for said desired 
items ; / 

means for generating an order list that 
includes at least first and second selected matching 
catalog items, each from a different one of said vendor 
product catalogs; / 7 

means for bui/lding a requisition for 
said desired items using dafca obtained from said 
catalog database relating Lo said matching catalog 
items, said data identifying at least the vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers frfr the matching catalog items; 
and / 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate at least one purchase order including at least 
first and second entries for items each respectively 
corresponding to a different one of said first and 
second matching cat^Log items. 

15. The /electronic sourcing system of claim 

14, wherein at leafet said first one of said purchase 
order entries identifies at least said vendor catalog 
number for said f/irst matching catalog item. 

16. Tine electronic sourcing system of claim 

15, wherein said second one of said purchase order 
entries identifies at least said vendor catalog number 
for said second matching catalog item. 



17. / The electronic sourcing system of claim 
14, wherein said requisition building means includes a 



means for converting said vendors andf vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, and wherein/at least one of 
said purchase order entries identifies at least one of 
said other vendor catalog numbers /for one of said 
matching catalog item. 



18, An electronic so/ircing system 
comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to aatalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said desired 
items ; 

means for generating an order list that 
includes at least two /selected matching catalog items, 
each from a different one of said vendor product 
catalogs ; 

meansf for building a requisition for 
said desired items /ising data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the matching catalog 
items, said data identifying at least the vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers for the matching catalog items; 
and 

m£ans for processing said requisition to 
generate at leasft two purchase orders, each including 
an entry for aiy item corresponding to a different one 
of said matching catalog items. 
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19. The electronic sourcing ^ystem of claim 

18, wherein said entry of at least one /of said two 
purchase orders identifies at least saad vendor catalog 
number for said first matching cataloyg item, 

20. The electronic sourc/Lng system of claim 

19, wherein said entry of at least /the other of said 
two purchase orders identifies at /least said vendor 
catalog number for said second matching catalog item. 

21. The electronic sfaurcing system of cl4im 
18, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said venaors and vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, and/wherein at least said entry 
for at least one of said two purchase orders identifies 
at least one of said othen vendor catalog numbers for 
one of said matching catalog items. 

/ ^ 

22. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relati/ng to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means/for entering product information 
that at least partia/lly describes a first item desired 
to be requisitioned/; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items /from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said first 
desired item, and for selecting a matching catalog 
item from one off said catalogs; 

means for subsequently entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 



means for searching the /catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information far said second 
desired item, and for selecting a matching catalog item 
from another one of said catalogs; / 

means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the yselected matching 
catalog items, said data identifying at least the 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers for the selected 
matching catalog items; and / ' 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate a plurality of purchase orders, each including 
an entry for an item corresponding to a different one 
of said matching catalog items. 

7 O 

23. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
22, wherein said entry for at least one of said 
purchase orders identifies at least said vendor catalog 
number for one of said matching catalog items. 

24. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
22, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, and wherein said entry for at 
least one of said tv/o purchase orders identifies at 
least one of said other vendor catalog numbers for one 
of said matching catalog items. 

25. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second/ vendor product catalogs; 



means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes a /first item desired 
to be requisitioned; / 

means for searching/ the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor- product catalogs 
that match the product information for said first 
desired item, and for selecting/ a matching catalog 
item from one of said catalogs/ 

means for subsequently entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; ' 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from saAd vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said second 
desired item, and for selecting a matching catalog item 
from another one of sai/d catalogs; 

means f/or building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the selected matching 
catalog items, said /data identifying at least the 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers for the selected 
matching catalog items; and 

meafas for processing said requisition to 
generate at least/one purchase order including at least 
first and second /entries for items each respectively 
corresponding to/a different one of said matching 
catalog items. / ^ 

26* AThe electronic sourcing system of claim 
25, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for concerting said vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, and wherein at least one of 
said entries /of said purchase order identifies at least 
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/ 



one of said other vendor catalog pumbers for one of 
said matching catalog items. 



27. An electronic soi/rcing system 
comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes a first item desired 
to be requisitioned; / * 

means for searching the catalog database 
for first catalog items, /from at least one of said 
vendor product catalogs,/ that match the product 
information for said first desired item; 

means for generating an order list that 
includes a selected one of said first matching catalog 
items from said one catalog; 

means /for subsequently entering product 
information that at Aeast partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for second catalog/ items , from another one of said 
vendor product caualogs, that match the product 
information for said second desired item; 

m£ans for adding to said order list a 
selected one of /said second matching catalog items from 
said other one 6f said catalogs; 

/means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the selected first and 
second matching catalog items on said order list, said 
data identify/ing at least the vendors and vendor 
catalog numbers for said matching catalog items; and 



q 

fu 
y 

u 

R1 



ilj 



HI 



- 61 - 

means for processing sai^A requisition to 
generate a plurality of purchase orders, each including 
an entry for an item corresponding to/a different one 
of said first and second matching catalog items. 

28. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
27, wherein said entry for at least one of said 
purchase orders identifies at least said vendor catalog 
number for one of said matching/ catalog items. 

29. The electronic/ sourcing system of claim 
27, wherein said requisition/ building means includes a 
means for converting said vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding/ other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, afid wherein said entry for at 
least one of said two purchase orders identifies at 
least one of said other/ vendor catalog numbers for one 



j= of said matching catalog items. 

30. An electronic sourcing system 



comprising: 

mean's for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned ; 

leans for searching the catalog database 
for catalog itefms from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the/ product information for said desired 
items ; 

means for generating an order list that 
includes at least two selected matching catalog items, 
each from a /iifferent one of said vendor product 
catalogs ; 



means for building a/ requisition for 
said desired items using data obta/ined from said 
catalog database relating to the inatching catalog 
items, said data identifying at least the vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers for the matching catalog items; 
and / 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate at least two purchase orders, each including 
an entry for an item corresponding to a different one 
of said matching catalog iyems. 

/ ' 
31. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data including descriptive information 
relating to catalog itfems from at least first and 
second vendor product/ catalogs; 

means/for entering product information 
that at least partially describes an item desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items /from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the prpduct information for said desired 
item; / 

means for generating a hit list of 
catalog segments identifying items, from at least one 
of said vendor product catalogs, that match the product 
information; / 

/ means for selectively viewing the 
catalog segments identified by said hit list; 

/ means for generating an order list of 
desired itemsf at least one of which is a desired 
catalog item /selected from a catalog segment identified 
by said hit /list; 



means for building a requisition for 
said order list of desired items using, for said 
desired catalog item, data obtained yfrom said catalog 
database relating to the desired caycalog item, said 
data identifying at least the vendpr and vendor catalog 
number for the desired catalog item; and 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate at least one purchase order including entries 
for items corresponding to said desired items, at least 
one of said entries corresponding to said matching 
catalog item. 

32. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
31, wherein said purchase ybrder entry identifies at 
least said vendor catalog/ number for said matching 
catalog item. , - 

C K 

33. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
31, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog numbe/t, and wherein said purchase order 
entry identifies at/ least said other vendor catalog 
number for said matching catalog item. 



34. Aji electronic sourcing system 
comprising: 

[leans for maintaining a catalog database 
of data relating to catalog items from at least one 
vendor product/ catalog; 

means for entering product information 
that at least/ partially describes at least one item 
desired to be requisitioned; 



means for searching the catalog database 
for at least one catalog item from said/vendor product 
catalog that matches the information fqr said desired 
item ; / 

means for building a requisition 
including an entry for said desired item based upon 
data obtained from said catalog data/base relating to 
the matching catalog item, said daya identifying at 
least a vendor catalog number for yche matching catalog 
item; and / 

means for determining that an item ' 
corresponding to the desired matching catalog item is 
available in inventory, and foy processing said 
requisition to generate a puronase order including an 
entry identifying said inventory item, 

/ ^ 

35. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
34, wherein said purchase order entry identifies said 
vendor catalog number for said item in inventory. 

36. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
34, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting saiya vendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog number, /and wherein said purchase order 
entry identifies said bther vendor catalog number for 
said item in inventory. 

37. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
of at least two vendor product catalogs; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items,/ and for selecting at least one 
catalog item located as a result of the search; 
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means for generating 4 requisition 
including at least one requisitioned/ item; 

means for communicating said selected 
catalog item to said requisition generating means; and 

means responsive to said requisition for 
generating a purchase order including an entry 
corresponding to said selected catalog item, 

38. An electronic s/ourcing system 
comprising: / 



of at least two vendor product catalogs; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items and for selecting at least two 
catalog items located as a result of the search, each 
of said two catalog items coming from a different one 
of said vendor product catalogs; 

means for generating a requisition 
including at least two /requisitioned items; 

means for communicating said selected 
catalog items to said /requisition generating means; and 



generating a purchase order including at least two 
entries, each for an item corresponding to a different 
one of said selected matching catalog items. 



means for maintaining a catalog database 




means /responsive to said requisition for 



39. 



An /electronic sourcing system 



comprising: / 

a /requisition management system capable 



of generating a requisition for at least one 
r equ i s i t ioned iuem ; 



computer maintaining a catalog 



database including at least two vendor product 
catalogs; / 



means for searching the catalog database 
for at least one desired catalog item; 

means for selecting/said desired catalog 
item, and for communicating data representative of said 
item to said requisition management system; 

means associated/ with said requisition 
management system and responsiyve to said communicated 
data for generating said requisition including an entry 
corresponding to said desired catalog item; 

means associated with said requisition 
management system for determining the availability ; in" 
different inventory locations of said requisitioned 
desired catalog item; and/ 

means responsive to said determining 
means for issuing a purchase order for said 
requisitioned desired datalog item from an inventory 
location including sai/d catalog item. 

/ o- 

40. A sourcing method comprising the steps 
of: / 

mairytaining a catalog database of data 
relating to catalog items from at least two vendor 
product catalogs; / 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes at least one item desired to 
be requisitioned^; 

searching the catalog database for at 
least one catalog item from said vendor product 
catalogs that Anatches the information for said desired 
item; / 

/ building a requisition including an 
entry for said desired item based upon data obtained 
from said catalog database relating to the matching 
catalog item, said data identifying at least a vendor 
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/ 

and a vendor catalog number for the matching catalog 
item; and / 

processing said requisition to generate 
a purchase order including an entry for an item 
corresponding to said matching catal/og item. 

41. The sourcing method: of claim 40, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies at least said 
vendor catalog number for said patching catalog item. 

42. The sourcing method of claim 40, wherein 
said requisition building styep includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog njumber into a corresponding 
other vendor and other vendor catalog number, and 
wherein said purchase order entry identifies at least 
said other vendor catalog number for said matching 
catalog item. / 

/ G 

43. A sourcing method comprising the steps 
of: / 

maintaining a catalog database of data 
relating to catalog/ items from at least two vendor 
product catalogs; / 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes respective first and second 
items desired to be requisitioned; 

/searching the catalog database for at 
least first ana second catalog items from said vendor 
product catalogs, each of said first and second catalog 
items obtained from a different respective one of said 
first and second vendor product catalogs and matching 
the information for a different respective one of said 
first and second desired items; 

/ building a requisition including at 

least first and second entries each for a different 



respective one of said first and second' desired items 
and based upon data obtained from said^ catalog database 
relating to said respective matching /catalog item, said 
data identifying at least a vendor and a vendor catalog 
number for said respective matching/ catalog item; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
at least first and second purchasye orders, each to a 
different supplier and each including an entry for an 
item corresponding to a different one of said first and 
second matching catalog items./ 

44. The sourcing method of claim 43, wherein 
at least said first purchaser order identifies at least 
said vendor and vendor catalog number for said first 
matching catalog item. / 

(X. 

45. The sourcing method of claim 43, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catal/og number for at least said 
first matching catalog/ item into a corresponding other 
vendor and other vendor catalog number, and wherein at 
least said first purchase order entry identifies at 
least said other vendor catalog number for said 
matching catalog iyem. 

46. The sourcing method of claim 43, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers for said first and 
second matching /catalog items into corresponding first 
and second other vendors and first and second other 
vendor catalog /numbers , and wherein the entry of each 
of said first fend second purchase orders respectively 
identifies at/ least a different one of said first and 
second other /vendor catalog numbers. 
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47. A sourcing method comprising: 
maintaining a catalog database 

containing data relating to catalog i/tems from at least 

first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 

least partially describes items desired to be 

requisitioned; / 

searching the catalog database for 

catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 

match the product information for said desired items; 



at least one selected matching catalog item; 

building a requisition for said desired 
item using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog item on said order 
list, said data identifying at least the vendor and 
vendor catalog number foi7 the matching catalog item; 
and / Q^. 

processing said requisition to generate 
a purchase order including an entry for an item 
corresponding to said Aiatching catalog item. 

48. The sourcing method of claim 47, wherein 
said purchase order /entry identifies at least said 
vendor catalog number for said matching catalog item. 



said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor/ catalog number into a corresponding 
other vendor and /other vendor catalog number, and 
wherein said pur/chase order entry identifies at least 
said other vender catalog number for said matching 
catalog item. / 



generating an order list that includes* 



49 . 



The/ sourcing method of claim 47, wherein 



50. /A sourcing method comprising: 



maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog ytems from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes items defeired to be 
requisitioned; / 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor /product catalogs that 
match the product information/for said desired items; 

generating an/ order list that includes 
at least two selected match/Lng catalog items, each 7 f rbm 
a different one of said vendor product catalogs; 

building a/requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog items, said data 
identifying at least tMe vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers for the matching catalog items; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
at least one purchase order including an entry for an 
item corresponding ko at least one of said matching 
catalog items. / /~ 



51. The sourcing method of claim 50, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies at least said 
vendor catalog number for said matching catalog item. 



said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog number into a corresponding 
other vendor/ and other vendor catalog number, and 
wherein said purchase order entry identifies at least 
said other /vendor catalog number for said matching 
catalog item. 




52 . 



The sourcing method of claim 50, wherein 
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53. A sourcing method comprising the steps 



of: 



maintaining a catalog/database 
containing data relating to catalog/items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes items /desired to be 
requisitioned ; 

searching the Catalog database for 
catalog items from said vend<6r product catalogs that 
match the product information for said desired items; 

generating An order list that includes 
at least first and second/ selected matching catalog 
items, each from a different one of said vendor product 
catalogs; / 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to said matahing catalog items, said data 
identifying at least/ the vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers for the matching catalog items; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
at least one purchase order including at least first 
and second entries for items each respectively 
corresponding to /a different one of said first and 
second matching catalog items. 



54. /The sourcing method of claim 53, wherein 
at least said first one of said purchase order entries 
identifies at /least said vendor catalog number for said 
first matching catalog item. 



55/. The sourcing method of claim 54, wherein 
said second/one of said purchase order entries 
identifies /at least said vendor catalog number for said 
second matching catalog item. 



56. The sourcing method of claim 53, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers into corresponding 
other vendors and other vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein at least one of said purchase order entries 
identifies at least one of said oyher vendor catalog 
numbers for one of said matching /catalog items. 

57. A sourcing method comprising the steps 

x: / 

of : 

maintaining a ^atalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes /items desired to be 
requisitioned; / Ls " 

searching/ the catalog database for 
catalog items from said/ vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said desired items; 

generating an order list that includes 
at least two selected/ matching catalog items, each from 
a different one of said vendor product catalogs; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog items, said data 
identifying at least the vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers for the matching catalog items; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
at least two purchase orders, each including an entry 
for an item corresponding to a different one of said 
matching catalog items. 

58/. The sourcing method of claim 57, wherein 
said entry of at least one of said two purchase orders 
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identifies at least said vendor catalog ^umber for said 
first matching catalog item. j 

59. The sourcing method of /claim 58, wherein 
said entry of at least the other of said two purchase 
orders identifies at least said venjaor catalog number 
for said second catalog item, 

60. The sourcing method of claim 57, wherein 
said requisition building step i/ncludes converting said 

u% vendors and vendor catalog numbers into corresponding 

ijf other vendors and other vendor/ catalog numbers, and 

N . . / 

\t wherein at least said entry f£r at least one of said 

W / 

two purchase orders identifies at least one of said 

N; other vendor catalog numbers/ for one of said matching 

catalog items. / 

61. A sourcing/ method comprising the steps 

of: 

maintaining a catalog database 
i§ containing data relating to catalog items from at least 

first and second vendoi: product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes a first item desired to be 
requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items froir/ said vendor product catalogs that 
match the products information for said first desired 
item, and for selecting a matching catalog item from 
one of said catalogs; 

subsequently entering product 
information ttlat at least partially describes a second 
desired item /to be requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog itefois from said vendor product catalogs that 
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/ 

match the product information for said/ second desired 
item, and for selecting a matching catalog item from 
another one of said catalogs; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the selected matching /catalog items, said 
data identifying at least the vendors and vendor 
catalog numbers for the selectecy matching catalog 
items; and 

processing said/ requisition to generate 
a plurality of purchase ordeitfs, each including an entry 
for an item corresponding tc/ a different one of said 
matching catalog items. 



62. The sourcing method of claim 61, wherein 
said entry for at least one of said purchase orders 
identifies at least said/ vendor catalog number for one 
of said matching catalog items, 



a 



63. The sourcing method of claim 61, wherein 
said requisition buil/ding step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers into corresponding 
other vendors and other vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein said entry /for at least one of said two 
purchase orders identifies at least one of said other 
vendor catalog nupbers for one of said matching catalog 
items. 
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sourcing method comprising the steps 



of; 



maintaining a catalog database 
containing da/ta relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 
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entering product information that at 
least partially describes a first item/ desired to be 
requisitioned; j 

searching the catalog/database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said first desired 
item, and for selecting a matching catalog item from 
one of said catalogs; 

subsequently entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
p; catalog items from said vender product catalogs that 

rz match the product information for said second desired 

^ item, and for selecting a matching catalog item from 

jh another one of said catalogs; 

» building a/ requisition for said desired 

j*T items using data obtained from said catalog database 

fy relating to the selected matching catalog items, said 

data identifying at lea/fet the vendors and vendor 
catalog numbers for thje selected matching catalog 
items ; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
at least one purchase order including at least first 
and second entries for items each respectively 
corresponding to a /different one of said matching 
catalog items. 
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65. Tiie sourcing method claim 64, wherein 
said requisition/ building step includes converting said 
vendors and venaor catalog numbers into corresponding 
other vendors and other vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein at least one of said entries of said purchase 
order identifies at least one of said other vendor 
catalog numbers for one of said matching catalog items. 
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66. A sourcing method comprising the steps 



of; 



maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes a fir^St item desired to be 
requisitioned ; 

searching the catalog database for first 
catalog items, from at least /one of said vendor pra'duct 
catalogs, that match the product information for said 
first desired item; 

generating yan order list that includes a 
selected one of said firs/fc matching catalog items from 
said one catalog; / Cj^ 

subsequently entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
second catalog items, from another one of said vendor 
product catalogs, that match the product information 
for said second desired item; 

adding to said order list a selected one 
of said second matching catalog items from said other 
one of said cata/logs; 

Duilding a requisition for said desired 
items using da£a obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the selected first and second matching 
catalog items/ on said order list, said data identifying 
at least the/ vendors and vendor catalog numbers for 
said matchii/g catalog items; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
a plurality of purchase orders, each including an entry 



for an item corresponding to a different one of said 
first and second matching catalog ite/ms. 



67. The sourcing method of claim 66, wherein 
said entry for at least one of said purchase orders 
identifies at least said vendor catalog number for one 
of said matching catalog items. 

68. The sourcing method system of claim 66, 
wherein said requisition building step includes 
converting said vendors and vendor catalog numbers '"into 
corresponding other vendors /and other vendor catalog 
numbers, and wherein said entry for at least one of 
said two purchase orders identifies at least one of 
said other vendor catalog numbers for one of said 
matching catalog items. 

a 

69. An sourcing method comprising the steps 

of: 

maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said desired items; 

/ generating an order list that includes 
at least two selected matching catalog items, each from 
a different (6ne of said vendor product catalogs; 

/ building a requisition for said desired 
items using/ data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog items, said data 
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identifying at least the vendors and \lendor catalog 
numbers for the matching catalog iteiip; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
at least two purchase orders, each including an entry 
for an item corresponding to a different one of said 
matching catalog items. 

70, A sourcing method /bomprising the steps 

of: 

maintaining a catalog database 
containing data including descriptive information * 
relating to catalog items from at least first and 
*4 second vendor product catalogs; 

1* entering product information that at 

iy least partially describes ah item desired to be 

pi requisitioned; / 

ft searching the catalog database for 

catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
Jlj match the product information for said desired item; 

generating a hit list of catalog 
segments identifying items, from at least one of said 
vendor product catalogs, that match the product 
information; 

selectively viewing the catalog segments 
identified by said hit list; 

generating an order list of desired 
items at least one/ of which is a desired catalog item 
selected from a catalog segment identified by said hit 
list; 

building a requisition for said order 
list of desired /items using, for said desired catalog 
item, data obtained from said catalog database relating 
to the desired /catalog item, said data identifying at 
least the vendor and vendor catalog number for the 
desired catalog item; and 
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processing said requisition to generate 
at least one purchase order including (entries for items 
corresponding to said desired items, At least one of 
said entries corresponding to said matching catalog 
item. 

71. The sourcing method! of claim 70, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies at least said 
vendor catalog number for said matching catalog item. 

72. The sourcing method of claim 70, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog number into a corresponding 
other vendor and other vendor catalog number, and 
wherein said purchase order entry identifies at least 
said other vendor cataloyg number for said matching 
catalog item. / 

73. A sourcing method comprising the steps 

of: 

maintaining a catalog database of data 
relating to catalog/ items from at least one vendor 
product catalog; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes at least one item desired to 
be requisitioned/ 

searching the catalog database for at 
least one catalog item from said vendor product catalog 
that matches tfhe information for said desired item; 

building a requisition including an 
entry for said desired item based upon data obtained 
from said catalog database relating to the matching 
catalog itefn, said data identifying at least a vendor 
catalog number for the matching catalog item; and 
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determining that an it^m corresponding 
to the desired matching catalog item /is available in 
inventory, and for processing said requisition to 
generate a purchase order including/an entry 
identifying said inventory item. 

74. The sourcing method of claim 73, wherein 
said purchase order entry identities said vendor 
catalog number for said item iry inventory, 

75. The sourcing method of claim 73, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog niimber into a corresponding 
other vendor and other vendor catalog number, and 

j^j wherein said purchase order entry identifies said other 

p vendor catalog number for /said item in inventory. 

76. A sourcing method comprising the steps 

[U of: 

hi maintaining a catalog database of at 

ijj least two vendor product catalogs; 

search|ng the catalog database for 

catalog items; 

selecting at least one catalog item 
located as a result /of the search; 

generating a requisition including at 
least said catalog /item as one requisitioned item; 

generating, from said requisition, a 
purchase including an entry corresponding to said 
selected catalog /item. 

77. fPi. sourcing method comprising the steps 

of: 

maintaining a catalog database of at 
least two veridor product catalogs; 
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searching the catalog database for 
catalog items and for selecting at leafet two catalog 
items located as a result of the search, each of said 
two catalog items coming from a different one of said 
vendor product catalogs; 

generating a requisition including at 
least two requisitioned items; 

generating, responsive to said 
requisition, a purchase order including at least two 
entries, each for an item corresponding to a different 
one of said selected matching catalog items. ' 

78. A sourcing 15/ethod comprising the steps 

of: 

maintaining on a computer a catalog 
database including at lgast two vendor product 
catalogs ; 

searching said catalog database for at 
least one desired catalog item; 

selecting said desired catalog item; 
generating a requisition including an 
entry corresponding to said desired catalog item; 

determining the availability in 
different inventory locations of said requisitioned 
desired catalog item; and 

^esponsive to determining that said 
catalog item id available in at least one of said 
inventory locations, issuing a purchase order for said 
requisitioned desired catalog item from that inventory 
location. 





